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  . . 19 Acknowledgements . . . 25 References 26. . . 39 38 Preface  Introduction  Part 1 – Materiality  Part 2 – Space  Conclusion 4 Part 1. Materiality Drawing upon Lefebvre (1991), Deleuze (2004) and contemporary thinking in the sociology of objects, this section will consider the nature of communication in two ways: first, by exploring the material conditions under which this event takes
place; and second, by examining the material conditions of the event. I will discuss what I will refer to as “communications technologies” as they are deployed in the so-called “Information Society”. That is, the way in which these technologies materialize in the (human) world, but also their implications for communication, the social and other material conditions within which communication is

produced, and how this affects the value, circulation and relation to the object of this communication. The discussion is twofold. The first part will concentrate on the material infrastructure of communication, focusing on three devices and their implications for communication: the internet, mobile phones and personal computers. The second part will explore the “materiel assemblage” that is produced
when communication is embodied and circulate in a society. These two parts are interrelated, however, for the materiality of communication implies a materiality for the means of communication, such as the internet, a mobile phone, and a computer. This is why we will begin with the material conditions of communication technology, a process that will unfold in the subsequent sections of the book.

The term “technology” is, of course, ambiguous in two respects: first, it can refer to the devices, technologies, social forms, cultural patterns or social relations that constitute the material conditions of communication. Therefore, I will primarily use the term “technological communication” as a shorthand for the physical (and non-physical) technologies that are deployed in the contemporary
communication and information environment. In this way, I am referring not only to things such as the internet, mobile phone and personal computer, but also to the conditions under which these devices become means of communication. Second, the term “technology” can also be ambiguous in the sense that it can refer to the technical processes involved in the fabrication of objects or social

practices. Therefore, I will primarily use the term “material communication” to refer to the ways in which devices such as the internet 82157476af
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